OUTLINE OF SAFETY PROTOCOLS
BEFORE ATTENDING CHURCH
 The church (or areas used for worship) will be sanitized before each service.
 The church will only be allowed to hold as many people (200) as can maintain social distancing (6 feet
distance).
 Due to the limited seating available, every person who is planning on attending worship services will need
to register through the church office (219-769-2481) between 11am–1pm, Monday through Friday.
Registration will be on a first-come, first-served basis. This will allow us to ensure that we can
accommodate everyone. Those who come to church without registering will not be allowed to enter.
 According to the directives of the Metropolis of Chicago, the high-risk population and those caring for
them should not attend services. Our parish will be using a system of self-reporting. We will not be
verifying your age or medical history at the door.
 Those who have tested positive for COVID-19, or who are in the same household as someone positive
for COVID-19, or who are feeling sick should not attend services.
 Worship Services will continue to be lived streamed on our Cathedral’s Facebook Page and You Tube
Channel for those who cannot or may not feel safe to attend.
COMING TO CHURCH
 Every person attending worship will need to check in upon arrival at the designated area in the ExoNarthex. There will be a brief screening process (verbal questions and a temperature check) at the signin table.
 Every attendee will need to wear masks (you must provide your own mask) at all times while they are in
the physical area of worship, except when receiving Holy Communion. The only exception will
children under the age of 2.
 Use non-contact greetings (waving, a bowing of the head) with fellow parishioners instead of the
traditional hugging, kissing or shaking of hands. Social distancing must be maintained. No walking
about the church proper to greet, talk or visit with one another.
IN THE CHURCH
 There will be hand sanitizer stations at the entry of the church, at the candle stands, at the entry into the
Nave, and at the Solea.
 There will be no veneration (kissing) of icons, sacred objects, or the priest’s hand.
 Parish Council members will distribute candles for the faithful to light, as well as place the 3-hour votives
and 5-day red votives in there designated areas of the church. After lighting candles you will be asked
to sanitize your hands before entering the Nave of the church.
 No paper bulletins, monthly newsletters or other items will be distributed to those attending worship.
 Due to the need to socially distance, a Parish Council member or a designated usher will escort you to
your seat. Please do not insist on sitting in “your spot,” as the Parish Council’s only concern will be in
maintaining social distancing to maximize safety.
 Every other pew will be available for seating with six feet in between each worshiper. People living in
the same household can sit together.
 There will be no liturgical books in the pews.
 At the distribution of Holy Communion, the Parish Council will direct people to approach the Chalice
and observe social distancing. Sanitize your hands before approaching the Chalice (sanitizer stations
will be available on the Solea).
 At the conclusion of the holy services, families will depart directly from the side doors and go to their
cars to return home. Please do not congregate outside the doors or in the parking lot.
 The church and other worship areas will be sanitized again after services conclude.
Please remember: It is YOUR CHOICE whether to ATTEND CHURCH or not.
It is YOUR CHOICE whether to RECEIVE Holy Communion or not.
DO NOT BE JUDGMENTAL of those who do or don’t.

